
Concert Program



China Beat Concert Program:  Concept by Liu Sola

1. The Heaven & Earth Totem 
     A. Walk with Drums (Composition, arrangement by Liu Sola. World premiere)

B. The Bridge (Composition by Liu Sola, Liu Yijun. Improvisation performan-ce. World premiere)

C. Celebration of Darkness and Light. (Composition, arrangement and words by Liu Sola ) 

“Walk with Drums” was created by using traditional folk percussion and Western dance rhythms, to move it

closer to contemporary dance music. “The Bridge” is a duet between keyboard and guitar, juxtaposing the

sounds and rhythms of rock’n roll and traditional Chinese plucked string music. “Celebration of Darkness and

Light”  continues Chinese percussion and plucked music traditions, but adds a heavy “bottom” sound. The

vocal part integrates all kinds of traditional vocal styles, such as “howling song” , “ghost theatre”, “chanting”

and so on. These three pieces together constitute a tribal ceremony to show respect for nature: hence its name “

The Heaven & Earth Totem”.

2. Tiger & Rabbit Swing.  (Composition and arrangement by Liu Sola. World premiere) 

There is a saying,   “When tigers and rabbits meet, there will be tragedy”. But in this piece, the tiger and rabbit 

swing together.

3. Golden Pheasant Out of the Mountains. (Traditional piece, scored & re-arranged by Li Zhengui) 

4. Chicken & Dog Dancing.  (Composition & arrangement by Liu Sola. World premiere) 

The folk idiom “chickens fly, dogs jump" describes a noisy event. This piece is about chickens and dogs 

dancing together , and is linked to the next piece “A Chicken at the Country Fair”. 

5. A Chicken at the Country Fair.  (Composition, arrangement and words by Liu Sola) 

A chicken ran into a country fair. It saw the musicians, heard the yelling of humans and animals. It watched an 

erhu and suona performance. At the end, the chicken fights with the pig and the dog.

6. Goose & Crane Calling.  (Composition, arrangement, and words by Liu Sola. World premiere) 

The whole piece is divided into eight parts. The music movements are structured as eight yin and yang 

divinations,  and express the sound of birds and magnetic natural energy. 

7. Gert Mortensen, Zhang Yangsheng and Liu Yijun: improvisations. World premiere. 

8. Crossings. (Composition, arrangement, and direction by Liu Sola. All musicians involved with 

improvisation in this piece.World premiere) 

This piece is designed for musicians to show their improvisation skills . Each musician will give a wonderful 

individual improvisation performance. It is our ensemble's signature performance.

9. The An-sai Drum Team walk out from Orange Hall into the square. They will perform the traditional 

rhythms and then Gert Mortensen, Li Zhengui, and Zhang Yangsheng will join them with improvisation.


